Family presence during resuscitation and invasive procedures: the nurse experience.
The purpose of this study was to understand the experiences of nurses who participate with families during resuscitation and invasive procedures in the hospital. Seventeen nurses in a large metropolitan area in the northeastern United States were interviewed about their thoughts and feelings about participating with families during these procedures. Conversations were audiotaped and transcribed verbatim for analysis. Transcripts were analyzed using van Manen's technique of isolating thematic statements. Four main themes were identified from the data: forging a connection, engaging the family, transition to acceptance, and a cautious approach.The experience of participating in family presence during resuscitation or invasive procedures can be a positive experience for the nurse by forging a connection with family.The experience for the nurse might include a transition to acceptance and a committed change in practice.